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Ifye dwell in the light

Which was before

The earth was,

With it ye will preserve

The tender plants.

. . . George Fox
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On Leadings. . . On Way Opening

“Mind the little Light that you have

and more will be given.”

Caroline Stephen, 19th century

Quaker minister

I have just returned from New Mexico and

Intermountain Yearly Meeting of over 500 Friends,

inspired by the transformations evident in the lives

of many. An interweaving theme emerged in ad-

dresses to the Yearly Meeting, in small interest and

worship-sharing groups, in personal conversations:

faithfulness in following leadings.

In my worship-sharing group two Friends were

in process of leaving secure jobs to free themselves

for ministries of peace, the shapes of which were

not yet entirely clear.

Vincent Harding who addressed IMYM on

“Spirituality and Social Responsibility” (to be pub-

lished in Friends Bulletin, September, 1986) shared

with us his friendship with Martin Luther King, Jr.,

revealing “those terribly difficult last years when

Martin was sometimes broken, sometimes depressed,

sometimes mistaken but keeping on. . . . We don’t

know the way. It’s unclear, but if we recognize the

tremendous resources about us and beneath us. . .

ultimately it is not ‘us’ who keep going but ‘Amazing

Grace’. . . We become the volunteers, standing in

amazing grace and imagining there is still a new

reality to be created.”

As I turned to my mail accumulated during my
absence, one envelope from Portland, Oregon, held

a possible way opening to that urgent leading (which ;

came through me) for Friends to consider the feasi-

bility of an Emergency Global Survival Summit

{Friends Bulletin, June, 1986, pp 150-151). It was

from an ecumenical peace organization, “Generations

for Peace,” who are conducting a feasibility study

to determine the formation of a “World Survival

Council” for the express purpose of considering

creative and united action which may reprieve the

globe from its present nuclear insanity.

“There is still a new reality to be created. .

.”

Shirley Ruth
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Edilith Eckart receiving gift from Kiev student in School 51
which has been evacuated to Pioneer Camp outside ofKiev

KIEV: “WE CRIED TOGETHER”
by Edilith Eckart, Humbolt Meeting (CA)

In our times we are faced with problems. Some
are so pressing, they scream out “EMERGENCY”
and call us to action like a first-aid team at a high-

way accident.

The Chernobyl tragedy wakes us up, puts us in-

to “emergency state-of-being.” We know that any

nuclear plant may be tomorrow’s Chernobyl, that

any nuclear-weapon accident could be the end of

our civilization.

The emergency situation heightens our aliveness,

sharpens our faculties, calls forth unexpected in-

sights, imperatives. This is not spreading fear, but

raising an appropriate alarm.

Yes, we need an emergency global survival

summit! {Friends Bulletin, June ’86) To allow the

Chernobyl alert to wind down without appropriate

action would be a sin against creation.

Let us use the empowerment of this emergency.

I was in Kiev from April 28 through May 1

during the nuclear power plant explosion, 80 miles

north of Chernobyl. I had telephoned a Russian

friend and his family with whom I had established

heart ties in two previous trips to the U.S.S.R.

(Continued on page 168)
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(Kiev: Cont. from page 167)

He arrived at my hotel, greeted me and said, “We

have had a tragedy at the atomic plant at Chernobyl

yesterday.” We cried together.

The only important questions are, “What have/

learned from this happening? What have we learned

from this happening? How must / change? How
must we change?”

What I have learned:

1) A nuclear plant accident in any country, any

place in the world may affect many, anywhere

in the world.

2) Enough nuclear accidents could “kill the

world.”

3) All nuclear plants, all nuclear weaponry pro-

duction must be shut down.

4) In the meantime, until all plants are shut

down, we must pool our knowledge and ex-

pertise and have at-the-ready a global team

to respond instantly to a nuclear accident,

to put it out and to disseminate accurate,

credible information to all the world.

5) We must generate love and cooperation

between all people of the world to combat

the fear/hate which fuels the nuclear plant

and nuclear arms race.

6) We must not waste our energies on placing

the blame, and criticizing “the other” but

focus our energy on solving the problems

which confront us.

We are all one human family under one sky.

Edilith Eckart, Humbolt Meeting (CA)

An Urgent Message: An Issue the Peace

Movement Is Not Addressing

by Gene Knudsen-Hoffman, Santa Barbara

Meeting (CA)

I was in the Soviet Union when we Americans

bombed Libya. I was stunned. So were the

Soviets, who fearfully questioned me-“Why?”

I had no answer. However, one Soviet asked me

this question, “What is your President’s religion?

Does it affect his foreign policy?” My response

was blithe: “Oh, he has an Armageddon view of

(Continued on page 1 70)

And Then I Shall Be Free

Reflections on Imprisonment and Aikido

by Gracia Fay Ellwood, Orange Grove Monthly

Meeting (CA)

For several years draft resister David Wayte has

attended Meeting for Worship at Orange Grove in

Pasadena, and has been supported in his long struggle)

with the American war machine by members of

Meeting. With beard, long blond hair and gentle

smile, he looked much like nineteenth-century de-

pictions of Jesus, a fragile-seeming Holy Fool whose

feet walked a different ground from our public one.

I was of course supportive of his cause, but consid-

ering that I could have little to offer such an appar-

ently other-wordly and certainly reserved person, I

made little effort to communicate beyond an occa-
j

sional expression of my good wishes.

When I became a member of the Peace and Social

Action Committee, however, it became part of my
obligations to support David actively. By this time

he had already taken his case to the Supreme Court

and come back unsuccessfully, so it was chiefly a

matter of sharing the burden of apprehension as we

wrote letters to his judge, attended hearings, and

finally, the sentencing. We were hoping for com-

munity service (which he and his gifted fiancee

were already performing), fearing a possible purga-

tory of abuse in prison. The result, now history,

was neither: the judge did his best to meet the

demands both of conscience and legal obligation

by sentencing David to six months’ house arrest at

his grandmother’s home in Whittier. And since he

was now unable to come to Meeting, we arranged

to take Meeting to him from time to time on

Sunday evenings.

During conversation before or after one of these

Meetings, someone asked David how his confine-

ment was affecting him. His response was to the

effect that it was helping him to become a better

person, increasingly thoughtful and more patient.

The experience that tribulation worketh pa-

tience, specifically that confinement can be en-

larging, has a long tradition. An earlier expression

of this idea from a hymn of 19th-century poet

George Matheson came to my mind:
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Make me a captive, Lord,

And then I shall be free;

Force me to render up my sword

And I shall conqueror be.

I sink in life’s alarms

When by myself I stand;

Imprison me within thine arms

And strong shall be my hand.

As the hymn rang sonorously through my mind,

in all four parts with organ accompaniment, I grew

irritated with its implicitly sexist and violent imag-

ery. The much-used metaphor of a lord applied to

God sanctifies the concept of the dominant male.

Dominant males (or females) who hold captives are

slavemasters, military members, jailers, policemen,

kidnappers; further, “imprison me within thine

arms” sounds all too much like the dreadful ambi-

valence of the battering husband. All these are un-

healthy images for God, and out of keeping with

the name Friend and the testimony of equality.

Whatever spiritual growth a soul such as David may
undergo as a result of imprisonment for Truth, this

was not the way to express it. So I dismissed the

hymn from my mind.

Unfortunately, it wouldn’t go. Carried along

on the rich harmonies and melody, the text returned

repeatedly to my mind over a period of several days.

Finding myself willy-nilly reiterating the unwelcome
concepts, I took a second look at them in connec-

tion with my experience in aikido.

Aikido, which can be translated from Japanese

as “The Way of Harmony with Universal Spirit” is

a comparatively new martial art based on a world-

view remarkably similar to the central theme of

Friends. The world is one, created and sustained

by the energy of love, ki, which pervades and flows

through all things. In many persons ki is blocked

due to egotism, and feelings of isolation, fear, com-
petitiveness and hostility arise. Aikido aims to sur-

mount these and reopen the path of ki through

meditation, proper breathing, and practicing the

defensive tactics of the art. By these means one

comes to realize the unity of mind and body, unity

with the supposed “enemy,” with all things.

The basic pattern of the martial-arts encounter

Gracia Fay Ellwood & Craig Stowers
,
Aikido

in aikido is as follows: one partner, the uke (“the

one who falls”) attacks with a blow or a grab; the

other, called the nage (“the one who leads”) turns

aside the thrust and ki of the attacker, and throws

him or her to the mat. The uke then either rolls

head over heels (the ukemi) and bounds up again,

or is pinned down by pressure on hand and wrist.

The uke signals by tapping the mat “Let go, it’s

beginning to hurt,” and the nage immediately steps

back. The encounter is repeated several times, then

the partners change roles, the more experienced

one carefully gauging her/his actions to try to avoid

injury to the beginner. (Bruises can’t always be

avoided, especially in the early weeks.) Numerous

variants on this pattern are learned.

The founder of the art, Morihei Ueshiba (1883-

1969) has characterized the spirit of aikido as that

of “a loving attack and a peaceful reconciliation.”

The immediate meaning of this oxymoron I found

to be quite simple. Aikidoists become fond of one

another. The fighting is make-believe; just as it is

fun to play the villain in a drama, it is fun when one

(Continued on page 170)
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(I Shall Be Free: Cont. from page 169)

is uke to perhaps put on a scowl as one pretends a

fearsome attack. It is gratifying to pop up unharmed

from a throw; it is gratifying to turn the tables when

one is nage, to throw with grace and balance.

That it is make-believe does not mean, however,

that aikido is a matter of choreographed dance or

pulled punches. Among experts, the powerful cir-

cular movements and high falls are formidable to

behold. One of my instructors responded to my
early timid movements with “No more Mrs. Nice

Guy.” But he also responded to my “I’ll try

harder” with “No, try softer.”

A deeper meaning of the paradox of a way of

fighting that rejects all fighting and leads to har-

mony is that as one slowly gains physical center-

edness and expertise, the urge for a real hostile

attack (physical or verbal) recedes; the need for

real, fearful submission likewise disappears. As

in Matheson’s hymn, the enactment of the agres-

sion/capture/submission scenario, repeated count-

less times, means increasing access to total free-

dom. Aikido is a healthier way than that repre-

sented in the hymn, because the constant rever-

sal of roles inhibits the development of a domi-

nating or submissive mentality; the mystical

openness discourages sexist stereotyping.

Of course not all aikidoists are free of sexism,

and one must likewise acknowledge that the basic

purposes of the art are subverted by some,

“avengers” who use the training to whet an innate

aggressiveness. But then there are also angry, em-

battled Friends on holy crusades.

The achievement of total freedom is presented

by Matheson under the hierarchical image of royal

rule:

My will is not my own
Till thou shalt make it thine;

If it would reach a monarch’s throne

It must its crown resign.

Ueshiba gives much the same message in an appeal-

ing image of a contented homeowner:

The whole world is my home; the sun,

moon and stars are all mine. I have be-

come free from all desire. . . . The true

martial art. . .
protects the peace of the

world. . . and all nature’s creatures. . . .

[It] is to make the heart of the universe

one’s own heart.

To my mind, the language of Friendship is better

still. But Friends may learn from aikido unexpected

dimensions and powers of the Light, may rid them-

selves of unwelcome fears and hostilities, and come

to rejoice in a wonderful friendship with the body.

(Urgent Message: Cont. from page 168)

the world. He’s preparing for The Last Battle.

I’ll send you an article that explains it.” I didn’t

really hear what I was saying.

When I returned, I heard it. The question be-

came central to me. President Reagan had rejected

Gorbachev’s initiative for test bans; he was widening

the illegal war in Nicaragua; a new budget for 3

trillion dollars was passed; he no longer honors the

SALT Treaty. I saw that many of us were horrified

by these developments; so we doubled our efforts

to make peace in the same old ways, and Congress

was doing its politicking as usual.

This is not a usual situation!

President Reagan and his co-believers do not

comprehend our calls for peace. They hear a dif-

ferent drummer, have a different vision. It is a

vision that tells them that ending this world, even

in nuclear holocaust, is a divine imperative. The

Last Battle must be fought. The good must be

saved. The anti-Christ must be destroyed. And,

the anti-Christ includes all who oppose their

Armageddon vision.

I do not believe we can reach President Reagan

and his administration with reasoned or impassioned

opposition to their policies. I do not believe there

is any way to persuade them to substitute talk for

tanks, negotiation for nuclear weapons, compassion

for coercion. I believe we must devise totally new

ways to bring an end to this reign of destruction.

But first, we must listen. We must listen to our

inner voice for fresh insights. These can come in

many ways—through study, prayer for wisdom,

meditation, or just being open to new possibilities.

At the same time we must listen respectfully to the

Armageddon voices remembering they reflect the

religious persuasions of members of our govern-

ment. We must listen for the truth they speak.

(Continued on page 1 78)
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Letter from the Fallon Jail, Nevada

Friends have been seeking and experimenting

with ways to Speak Truth to the power of nuclear

weapons for many years. The Soviet unilateral

moratorium on nuclear testing until August 6,

1986 (to be continued indefinitely if the United

States halts nuclear testing) accompanied by the

Soviet proposal for the phased elimination of all

nuclear weapons with international inspection by

the year 2,000, give us an unparalleled opportunity

to help continue life on this planet. They provide

additional impetus for us to join and to help build

the movement encouraging our government to stop

all nuclear testing and sign a treaty to ban all future

nuclear weapons tests.

Friends from sixteen Friends Meetings in Cali-

fornia, Oregon, Arizona, Utah and Colorado joined

over 800 other concerned Americans from 35 states

and five foreign countries for a nonviolent witness

at the Nevada nuclear test site May 31 -June 2.

After a Meeting for Worship, it was a very powerful

experience as we walked over two miles into the

nuclear test area where essentially all the U.S.

nuclear bomb tests have been carried out since

1950 except for those conducted over the Pacific

in the late 50’s and early 60’s.

The contrast was overwhelming between the

horror, tragedy and death represented by all those

bomb tests and the love, courage and commitment
of the people who had come to the nuclear test

site to affirm life and the future of humanity on

this planet. The military juggernaut in this coun-

try has become so all-powerful that many people

feel powerless or discouraged that anything can be

done to turn our nation away from the Armageddon
which looms ahead.

But here we were: led by the Spirit and by our

conscience to say “Yes!” to life and “No!” to death

for our brothers and sisters all over the globe.

After nonviolence training, displaying banners,

and greeting the workers who entered the Test

Site as they arrived for work, we participated in a

rally/worship service. Representatives of the

(Continued on page 172)

Nevada Test Site Witness, May 31 - June 2

CA Quaker Affinity Group
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(Letterfrom Fallon Jail: Cont. from page 171)

Shoshone Indian nation told us that this land upon

which the nuclear testing is taking place is Indian

land from which the Shoshone people were herded

into two small reservations about 100 years ago.

Those who couldn’t survive the march were shot

by the white intruders.

The Shoshone have not given their permission

for nuclear testing to take place on this land (an

area 100 square miles larger than the state of

Rhode Island). Nor have they given their permis-

sion for the United States government to open a

proposed nuclear waste depository forty miles

down the road, also on their land. They did give

us their blessing and welcomed us to their homeland

to help return it to a place that nurtures life on the

planet rather than death and destruction.

We walked prayerfully onto the test site as we
sang:

Peace is flowing like a river

Flowing out of you and me
Flowing out into the desert

Setting all the captives free.

Love is flowing like a river

Flowing out of you and me
Flowing out into the desert

Setting all the captives free.

Tears flowed freely as we walked and sang—both

from sadness about the nuclear testing on this site,

and joy for the love, commitment and life which

was flowing into the desert. When we crossed the

white line, 149 of us were placed under arrest.

In walking onto the test site, we felt we were

obeying a higher law. God has commanded: “Thou
shalt not kill.” Jesus taught: “Love your enemies.”

The Nuremberg Principles, which have the status of

international law, state that individuals have the

responsibility to speak and to act to stop crimes

against humanity. In the Nevada court we were

told that God’s law and international law were ir-

relevant—“not applicable in this case”—and we were

found guilty of trespassing on government property.

We were sentenced to six days in jail and were farmed

out to six different jails across Nevada.

Here we have had time to contemplate our

“crime,” share our lives with one another, read

Gandhi and Martin Luther King, and pray for

guidance as we take further steps on the road to

peace.

We would like to share several suggestions with

Friends from our jail cell:

1. Delegations of Friends and other concerned

people all across the country can visit with their

Congresspersons and urge them to vote for the

Schroeder Amendment H.R. 3442 which would cut

off funds for U.S. nuclear testing as long as the

Soviet moratorium on nuclear testing continues.

If the Congressperson refuses to support the

Shroeder Amendment, those for whom it is pos-

sible can “sit in” and stay in the office to continue

the appeal. If they are arrested, another delegation

can come and continue the appeal, etc.

2. Concerned Friends can write their Members

of Congress urging them to cosponsor and vote for

the Schroeder Amendment (H.R. 3442) and the

Hatfield-Cranston Bill (S.B. 2220) which is the com-

panion bill to the Schroeder Amendment.

3. Delegations of Friends and other concerned

people can travel to the nuclear test site in Nevada,

attempt to communicate with the workers, pray,

and if led by the Spirit, go onto the test site to con-

tinue the witness.

Write the American Peace Test, P.O. Box

26726, Las Vegas, NV 89126, or the Franciscans

at Nevada Desert Experience, P.O. Box 4487, Las

Vegas, Nevada 89127, for more information if you

are interested in coming to Nevada.

4. August 4-6 just before the Soviet moratorium

on nuclear testing is due to expire, and one year

after that moratorium began, the Franciscans are

calling for people of Faith from all over the U.S.

to come to the Nevada Test Site to witness non-

violently. Hope to see you in Nevada.

David Hartsough, San Francisco Meeting

and AFSC (CA)
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To Whom It Should Concern,

The struggle to avoid destruction of this planet can be advanced in many ways, just as there are, un-

fortunately, many ways to trash completely this, the only known spaceship. The most immediate, the

most urgent threat is nuclear weaponry.

Each of us has a legal obligation, not to mention a moral obligation, to oppose and end nuclear testing.

Let me explain.

The Nuremberg laws, subscribed to by 130 nations, including the United States and the Soviet Union,

emphasize two principles which bind us collectively and individually: firstly, crimes against humanity and

crimes of war must be punished, and secondly, a civilian has an obligation when its government is involved

in conduct that violates the rules of war, or that constitutes crimes against humanity—TO ACT!
Another law of the land—the Non-Proliferation Treaty—requires (see Article 6 of the U.S. Constitution)

our government (and other signatories, including the USSR) to develop a Comprehensive Test Ban. The

Soviets put themselves in compliance with that treaty obligation by a one-year, unilateral suspension of

their testings—until August 6, Hiroshima Day. Our administration dismisses, as propaganda, this and the

Soviet proposal which would abolish all nuclear weapons by the year 2000.

Nuclear weapons can not be developed or maintained without testing. Testing only hones and enlarges

the reaper that hangs by a thin, frayed thread over all living things. Continuance of nuclear weapons is

evil and a crime against humanity. We therefore have personal obligations—moral and legal—to oppose

underground testing.

One excellent way is to support the Schroeder Amendment (H.R. 3442 and in the Senate, the Hatfield-

Cranston S.B. 2220) which would cut off federal funds for tests. In writing to the President and to

Congress I suggest that copies of such letters be sent to the USSR Embassy, 600 North Hampshire Avenue,

Washington, D.C. 20037. Such copies may encourage Soviets to be patient as Americans work to persuade

our government to join with the USSR in halting all tests of nuclear weapons.

In the spirit of Gandhi and Martin Luther King one can also in the coming weeks join legal and/or

nonviolent civil disobedience protest at the Nuclear Test Site in Nevada. For details call your local peace

center or contact American Peace Test, P.O. Box 26725, Las Vegas, NV 89126. Also on August 4-6

Desert Witness II will be held at the Test Site. For details write: Nevada Desert Experience, P. O. Box
4487, Las Vegas, NV 89127.

Towards Peace on Earth,

P.S. To help spread this appeal, duplicate, sign and circulate this letter. Recipients can white out your

name and put in theirs.

[Ed. note: Russell and Mary Jorgensen of Redwood Forest Meeting (CA) contributed this appeal and

the funds necessary for its publication. Russ was among those arrested at the Test Site in Nevada May 31-

June 2, 1986.]
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Call to Pacific Yearly Meeting

We are gathering this year for the 40th session of Pacific Yearly Meeting, this year held August 3-9,

1986, at La Verne University in La Verne, California. It will be a time to remember the familiar Friends

who have met as Pacific Yearly Meeting over the past 40 years, especially our Friends now in North

Pacific, Intermountain, and Canadian Yearly Meetings. We should also remember that we are a Society

of Friends of many varieties as we gather to create anew our Yearly Meeting. We will face new issues,

old issues, new Friends, old Friends; we are searching in the constant light of God for our purpose for

this yearly meeting gathering.

Our yearly meeting this year will be familiar, yet different. Our agenda will be full for our few days

together, and there may be concerns and forums that some will wish we might have heard; this should be

familiar. How the week unfolds will depend on the measure of light we each bring and discover: our

preparation and our prayerful work together. Our corporate search for truth will be found in our worship,

plenary sessions, worship-fellowship, interest groups, sharing groups, committee work, children’s program,

play, and contemplation. With God’s help we will find the rededication for an unbroken life in the Light

and Spirit, through the week and as we leave to return into the world, where we may still find violence,

injustice, hatred, discrimination. Will our strength and joy that we find in our yearly meeting shine through

us in the world to make it full of joy, love, justice, and reconciliation?

See you there.

Stratton C. Jaquette, Presiding Clerk

Documents in Advance for PYM

PYM Discipline Committee

REPORT ON JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP

by Lowell Tozer, Clerk of Discipline Committee

Background

In August, 1985, Pacific Yearly Meeting referred to the Discipline Committee the concern from La

Jolla Meeting on the absence from the 1985 Faith and Practice of a reference to junior membership.

The new Faith and Practice does not “eliminate reference to our children”—as the La Jolla concern

asserts. On the contrary, there is substantially more on the important relationship of children to our

meetings than in the previous edition. We hope Friends will be pleased.

Reasons for eliminating reference to junior membership

There is no persuasive unity in PYM on the category of junior membership; half our meetings use it,

half don’t.

Junior membership has long been a source of trouble, both in PYM and in other parts of the world.

Over the years, the Discipline Committee has received reports from meetings about these problems: Does

junior membership begin at birth, or only upon the parents’ request? Is it the same as birthright? What

if a parent asks for junior membership and the child says No? (That has happened in PYM, and the

child’s wishes were overridden!) When do such memberships end? At the parent’s request? The child’s?

Does the Meeting cut them off? When? At twenty-one? On a case-by-case basis? Can we have a junior

member who is thirty-five? Forty? The problems have been numerous, persistent, sometimes comical -

and usually distressing. (Continued on page 1 74)
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(Report on Jr. Membership: Cont. from page 1 73)

Finally, the Committee is united in its strong concern for truth in membership. We feel Friends will

agree that membership should always indicate a personally committed relationship between a person and

a Meeting, and that there should be no category of membership that means less than that.

Recommendations

We urge that meetings think seriously about the meaning of membership. Friends may wish to be in-

ventive and explore possible new ways to help children feel part of the meeting family—ways that will

leave the true meaning of membership intact.

Meetings clearly have the authority to retain junior membership if they wish to. That has always been

true. Faith and Practice is not a rule book, but a guide, a way for Friends to learn how most, if not all,

of our meetings handle certain procedures, to find out “what works best” for most of us at this time.

Meetings are free to ignore that corporate experience and wisdom, but are probably unwise to do so. If

we love each other, we will be glad to share our insights, and to be helped by the experience of other

Friends.

Permanent Site Ad Hoc Committee

Final Report

by Marie Schutz, Clerk

This Committee was created at PYM 1985 in

order to review the report (three years in prepara-

tion) of the feasibility and economics of a perma-

nent site for the Yearly Meeting, and to make rec-

ommendations.

Our review took many hours, and our recom-

mendation is that it is infeasible at the present

time for PYM to acquire a permanent site. We also

recommend that we continue to pursue joint and

cooperative use with another group. We now pro-

pose that this committee be laid down. A summary
of our discussions follows.

PYM as Initiator

This summary is organized under the following

headings: money, business, North-South, objec-

tions, and stagnation.

1. Money. A Cadillac operation would probably

cost in the neighborhood of $4,000,000, and we
might be able to acquire a Volkswagen for

$1,000,000. With 500 members, it would take

$3,000 per member/attender (times 2 for a couple)

to produce $1,500,000. We think this is a lot to

ask, and this is a lot to sink into a site.

2. Business. If we did not receive gifts of one

to four million dollars, we would be forced to pro-

duce $160,000 per year income from this property

in order to avert bankruptcy in paying for the loan

(in case we could or would float a loan.) PYM can

do this if it wants. The Committee believes that

going into such a business might erode Friends

values, produce division among Friends over how
the business should be run, and impinge unfavor-

ably on the Yearly Meeting experience. We there-

fore recommend against this as a PYM business.

3. North-South. There is more than a geo-

graphic difference between these two halves of the

Yearly Meeting. North has three corporations to

oversee, each of which takes time, energy, and

money; the people are stretched by their Friendly

activities. South evinces no desire to manage any

after giving up control of Pacific Ackworth School

and Friends Retirement Home in Altadena. Intro-

duction of a further management element into

PYM might precipitate a further split. The Com-
mittee does not wish to referee a discussion on

splitting, and does not think the question of a

permanent site is the issue that should initiate such

a discussion.

4. Objections. This is a catch-all category,

which mainly pertains to specific sites we have

used in recent years. We are becoming older as a

group, so we have to pay attention to the conveni-

ence of elderly and handicapped people. La Honda
is rugged terrain, although the site is beautiful, well

located, and the air is cool and clean. Chico is hot

and badly located for people from the South and

tended to develop a group within YM who came
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mainly for the camping—a development that wor-

sened the Yearly Meeting experience for us all.

LaVerne is subject to heat and smog and has no

swimming. I mention these objections because

the Sites Committee Clerk would particularly like

to sign a contract for ten or fifteen years. This

is not a problem that will go away, Friends. It will

get worse with increased population pressure in

California, which will force schools to go to 12

month sessions. We can’t please everyone with any

site so far found, and the energy and time that

have gone into the search have been difficult, to

say the least.

5. Stagnation. One Committee member warns

us that the site switch from North to South and

back each year is good for us, keeps us flexible

and divides the work.

Cooperation and Joint Use

This Committee awaits the innovator. We recom-

mend cooperation and joint use. And in this con-

text, we think PYM offers someone or some group

a tremendous opportunity. We clearly do not feel

that PYM can or should initiate these moves, and

we have not so far seen or heard from anyone who
wants to proceed into an enterprise with our back-

ing. When this opportunity becomes apparent to

enough people, we hope the entrepreneur will come
out of the woodwork. We hereby issue the Call.

The Committee is not without ideas as to approp-

riate cooperators, but our suggestions do not pre-

tend to be comprehensive. Here are a few of them:

1 . A school for the learning disabled—to teach

job skills. Such a place, well located for us, could

be partially funded by PYM, which would require

facilities appropriate to its Meetings. Other funding

might be attracted from industry and foundations.

PYM would sign a long-term contract for its one-

week use per year.

2. An intentional community of ten to twenty

people located on a farm between North and South.

The members of this community would put up
appropriate buildings for conferences (we even

have sketches and preliminary plans) and dedicate

themselves to the business of conferencing, which

would probably support them well. PYM would
supply seed capital and borrowing capacity and a

contract for one week each year.

3. Pendle Hill West. Perhaps we could persuade

College Park Quarter to sell or develop Ben Lomond
to provide a bigger place suitable for a conference

groups as well as an educational program peculiar

to the West.

4. A silent partnership with Native Americans

to do the same.

Well, there you have it, Friends. The notes of

this Committee, comprising three years of work,

will be deposited in the Archives.

Announcements

PYM Sanctuary Interest Group

Want to share your experience? Your ideas for

future action?

Want to help plan the Sanctuary Interest Group
format or make suggestions?

If so, contact Linda Dunn, Inland Valley Friends

Meeting, 250 E. Blaine, Riverside, CA 92507.

Phone: (714) 682-5364 evenings and weekends.

Attention: Friends of Children

Do you have a special collection of puppets

hiding in the attic?

Do you play a musical instrument?

Do you have a VCR?
Do you like to tell or read stories?

The Children’s Program of PYM is looking for

volunteers, ideas and equipment for Yearly Meeting.

This is a unique opportunity to share your gifts

with the littlest Friends. To trade laughs and tickles

and love.

If you know already that you’d like to help, it

is not too soon to get in touch with Margaret

Jamison, Children’s Program Coordinator, 11365

E. Herndon, Clovis, CA 93612. Phone: (209)

298-8299.

WE NEED YOU!

Laura Magnani, Clerk, Children’s Program

Committee
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Quaker Spiritual Quest

“What do I really believe?” “Who do I say

Jesus was?” “How do I minister and witness to

others?”

QSQ is a program of spiritual growth and study

for Friends in Southern California Quarterly

Meeting, Pacific Yearly Meeting.

QSQ is a unique program combining study and

personal reflection to help Friends deepen their

faith and enrich the quality of their lives. It is

based on the premise that our belief in the univer-

sal ministry entails a high degree of responsibility

for disciplined spiritual practice and preparation.

Emphasis is not only on study but on personal and

spiritual growth.

QSQ will cover three content areas (the Bible,

Christian thought and Quakerism). The courses

will be taught by teachers experienced in the Quaker

community. The courses will be offered in two

locations: Claremont and La Jolla.

A commitment to the entire program is essential

for the group to develop into a true learning com-

munity and for each participant to receive the maxi-

mum benefit. The cost will be $120.00 for the

year. This fee covers all materials and books. A
deposit of $25.00 (balance due Sept. 13th) will in-

sure you a place. If financial assistance is needed

you are encouraged to apply to your Meeting for

help. If additional aid is needed, call Judy Leshefka,

Clerk of QSQ Committee (619-454-7765). Make
checks payable to the Coordinator in the area of

your preference:

Claremont Meeting: Jean Walton, 896 W.

Harrison, Claremont, CA 91711

La Jolla Meeting: Jean Malcolm, 6475 Dwane
Ave., San Diego, CA 92120

Friends Educational Trust Opportunties

University Friends Meeting calls our attention

to their Friends Educational Trust, established to

further “Quaker education” in its broadest sense.

Financial aid may be given to a school, or for tra-

vel, seminars or other unique educational experi-

ences. Deserving recipients (who may be non-

citizens) are chosen by the trustees, with particular

attention given to persons who show motivation

and ability to work in service to humanity.

For further information and address for applica-

tion: Friends Educational Trust, Friends Center

and University Friends Meeting, 4001 Ninth Avenue

NE, Seattle, WA 98105.

Call to the Quaker Spiritual Quest Program

In Northern California the Quaker Spiritual

Quest (also called Quaker Studies Program) will

debut in two regions this fall: Berkeley and

Sacramento. The course will begin with an

Orientation Weekend on September 12 at Quaker

Center in Ben Lomond. It will be followed by

three eight-week sessions on the following topics:

Quakerism, Bible and Christian Thought. There

will be a one day workshop, tentatively scheduled

for the topic, “spiritual friendship,” in November,

1986. The course will end with a weekend celebra-

tion and program held on June 5-7, 1987, at Quaker

Center.

The cost is $160, which includes leadership,

books, xerox materials, weekend and one day work-

shops. Registrants will be expected to complete an

application and sign up for the complete course

through June, 1987. Applications are available

through your Monthly Meeting and at Yearly

Meeting. Early registration is encouraged.

Teachers in the Sacramento area are: Clara

Lack, Richard Sanders, and Mack Warner. Teachers

in the Berkeley area are: Jeanne Lohmann, Madge

Seaver, and Eric Moon.

Errata:

Author of the book review, The Mother
Machine: Reproductive Technologies from
Artificial Insemination to Artificial Wombs
by Gena Corea {Friends Bulletin, June 1986)

was Friend Joy Belle Conrad-Rice, University

Meeting (Seattle, WA). The editor apologizes

for the omission of the reviewer’s name.
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Epistle from Pacific Northwest Gathering

of Gay and Lesbian Friends

Dear Friends Everywhere,

The Pacific Northwest Gathering of Gay and

Lesbian Friends met in its fourth annual session

at Camp Cabrini, Issaquah, Washington, Fifth

month 23 to 25, 1986, and considered the issue

of relationships taken under the care of Friends’

meetings. We have reached consensus that the

same process should be used to consider and affirm

relationships of couples regardless of the gender or

sexual orientation of the individuals involved. We
recognize that terminology is not at the heart of

the pain around this issue. Rather, spiritual unity

among Friends and social equality for homosexuals

within the Society are at stake.

We do not accept that there can be two stan-

dards of treatment, marriage ceremonies for hetero-

sexuals and celebrations of committed relationships

for gays and lesbians. The legal institution of mar-

riage discriminates against gay people socially, poli-

tically, and economically. Friends’ testimony of

equality requires a single standard of treatment for

all human beings. We are all equal in the sight of

God; and our committed relationships are founded

on a spiritual bondedness and unity among our-

selves and with God that is not determined by our

gender or sexual orientation.

Therefore, we ask all Friends’ meetings to con-

sider deeply how to act on this matter in a way

that promotes truth, unity, and equality among us.

We believe it is consistent with Friends’ historical

faith and testimonies to adopt a single standard of

terminology reflecting a single standard of treat-

ment for all committed relationships under our

care. We ask that Friends’ meetings witness to

equality by:

1) using the same process, celebration, and

terminology to take relationships of

couples under their care regardless of the

gender or sexual orientation of the indi-

viduals involved, and

2) consider whether continuing to act on

behalf of the state by signing marriage

licenses maintains the unequal status of

lesbian and gay people.

Finally, we call on Friends to examine whether

their approval of heterosexual marriages in Friends’

meetings at this time reflects an unequal valuing of

different types of committed relationships, and

then to act in accordance with the Light.

Signed on behalf of the Gathering,

Stephanie Van Dyke, Clerk,

University Meeting (WA)

Book Review

Familiar Friend, A Selection of Commentaries from

The Friend (London) by David Firth. Quaker Home
Service, London, England, 1982. k 2.00. Avail-

able from the AFSC Bookstore, Pasadena, for

around $4.00 plus handling.

by Femer Nuhn, Claremont Meeting (CA)

David Firth is editor of The Friend. David and

his wife, Jill, with their two cats, live in North

London. It was a happy idea to put these brief

reflective essays together in a single volume. They

make delightful reading.

The commentaries are stimulated by mostly

ordinary happenings: the trials of backyard gar-

dening, breakfast as the “most civilized meal” of

the day, the sound of church bells (“Steeplehouse

Peals,” to use the author’s term), an emergency on

a bus, the sight of an aeronaut’s balloon, the set-

tling of Friends in a meeting for worship and the

hubbub at the close, walking the deserted city at

night. In only one or two instances is the scene

outside London. One of these takes the author

to a great high school football game in Muncie,

Indiana.

Whatever the event, the author’s wide-ranging,

literate, reflective, sometimes playful mind lights

up its significance and implications. The question

of his Quaker faith in assessing or responding to

these incidents runs through the volume.
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Letters

Wholistic Treatment of AIDS

Dear Friends,

The irrational hysteria about AIDS seems un-

necessary and ill-advised to me. Rick Troth’s letter

in the March, 19&6, Friends Bulletin urges us as

Friends to counter the move toward isolation of

persons with AIDS. I would urge us to recall the

God-given miraculous healing potential of the hu-

man body and help victims and their families re-

gain their faith and hope.

Several doctors are successfully treating AIDS.

Dr. Michael Gerber of the Bay Area is one. Dr.

Russell Jaffe of Washington, D.C., is another.

Eighteen of eighteen of Dr. Jaffe’s patients are in

remission two and a half and three years after start

of treatment. Seven of them had skin cancer.

Eleven had the lung infection which has been al-

most universally fatal.

AIDS patients die from infections because their

immune systems don’t function. Jaffe’s patients

were treated for intestinal parasites, for fungus in-

fections, for yeast and Candida. They were given

ginseng for energy renewal, garlic, lots of vitamins

and minerals, intravenous vitamin C (an effective

virucide), plenty of exercise and sleep. None now
have skin cancer or the usually fatal lung infection.

Dr. Cathcart of Los Altos is another whose suc-

cessful work with AIDS has been reported in local

papers but studiously ignored by major media.

My immediate source for this information is an

article in the September, 1985 Health Freedom
News. Dr. Gerber says the immune deficiency

leading to AIDS coincides with a lifestyle of in-

volvement with liquor and drugs. A revised life-

style is a must if one would rebuild the immune
system; but these doctors have demonstrated that

it can be done. It takes time. At least two or three

years. Cod liver oil, emulsified vitamin A and vita-

min C are important factors in the rebuilding process.

I am convinced that AIDS doesn’t have to be a

dead end; and I feel it is very important to dissemi-

nate this message widely. Our bodies have a built-

in potential for healing, given the raw materials

they need to work with.

Let’s turn from fear and isolation of victims

to education and support for wholistic treatment,

and belay this ghoulish monster AIDS.

Sincerely,

Lois Barton, Eugene Meeting (OR)

On Gandhian Politics

Dear Friends,

I agree with Ham Sok Hon that the reunifica-

tion of Korea is also our problem and I am pleased

that there are those to whom it is not a dead issue.

I am also pleased to find someone who does not

boggle at the proposition that Gandhian politics

might successfully unify Korea.

Gandhi assumed a new relationship with England

in the British Empire and overtly broke the rules

that sustained the old relationship. And he contin-

ued to do so until the political climate changed in

England and in India to sustain the assumed new
relationship. This was done in the face of the mili-

tary might of the British Empire at the height of

its glory.

I see no reason why this means could not be

used successfully to unite North and South Korea,

East and West Germany or end the cold war between

the US and the USSR. Gandhian politics is the poli-

tical equivalent of war. It is a non-military means

of conflict resolution when conventional politics

is unworkable.

The political control of international borders

must precede the de-militarization of the earth; and

Gandhian politics is the obvious means to this end.

John J. Runnings, University Meeting

(Urgent Message: Cont. from page 1 70)

The full range of political steps are hidden from us

now. I believe we will learn what they are, if we
listen. And we can also do something. We can ask

the clergy to publish alternative views of the same

scripture, lawyers to speak out on this intertwining

of Church and State. We can help Americans recog-

nize that the Soviets are not the anti-Christ, but are

human beings whose help we need to bring sanity

back to the world.
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(Letters: Cont. from page 178)

Queries on Children, Membership and Meetings

I am grateful to those able and hard-working

Friends who gave us our new Faith and Practice.

I wish to address my concern about the member-

ship status of children, a concern which stems from

the omission of reference to Junior Membership in

our new Faith and Practice, a category recognized

by some local Meetings in Pacific Yearly Meeting

and by many other Yearly Meetings. I understand

the complexities and problems that have troubled

Friends about Junior Membership, but perhaps

rather than dropping the issue we can use our di-

lemma as a launch-pad for finding a new creative

solution appropriate to the 1980’s. As PYM con-

tinues its discussion of this issue I offer my con-

cerns in the form of the following queries:

1. Do we value the unique quality of each

individual? Do we recognize the supreme worth

of each person, each child (“that of God” in each

one), regardless of where one is on life’s journey—

whatever age, circumstance, or stage of develop-

ment?

2. Do we accept the validity of the experience

of God that children, even the very young, are

sometimes given? Since the very core of religion

as Friends understand it is experience rather than

a belief system, is a child’s experience of awe, of

presence of the divine, an indication of “member-

ship” that deserves recognition, even though the

child is not old enough to have a mature philosophy

of life?

3. Are we aware of the special place, special

value, special contributions of each child to the

Meeting family? Have we considered what Jesus

was saying when he set a little child in the midst

of his followers and said: “Unless you become as

little children you shall not enter the kingdom of

God” and again, “.
. . of such is the kingdom of

heaven”?

4. Are we prejudiced? Are we tinged by the

attitude of the culture in which we live, which

gives preference to many causes above the needs

of children? We PYM Friends are trying to recog-

nize and deal forthrightly with our prejudices

against racial minorities, women, homosexuals,
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different life styles, but what about prejudice a-

gainst children? Are we treating them as non-

persons by making them non-members until they

have developed enough understanding to make a

mature commitment to membership?

5. Might it be that membership in the Society

of Friends, beginning with the earliest period of

life, could have a stabilizing, holding effect in the

later stormy periods that are prone to come during

the teens and early twenties? Some PYM young

Friends have testified to this, even though others

have had problems with Junior Membership.

6. What is the Truth about membership regarding

those children who feel that they are Quakers, yet

are not recognized as members by Pacific Yearly

Meeting?

Let us ponder these questions and others that

arise as we carry this concern forward.

Marie F. Parker, La Jolla Meeting


